
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Promises of Jesus 

 

     Every day we listen to the words of Christ when the gospel is read to us at Mass. 

Well, how important are the words of Christ to us? Today* Jesus gives us the answer to 

that question. He said, “The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away.” That sounds great, doesn’t it? 

     Now, do you trust the words of politicians today? We know how it is with many of 

the promises made by politicians when they campaign for office. Much of what they say 

is just hot air in order to get your vote. They are just words! Oh, nice sounding words, 

but those who utter them don’t mean them and they are sure to forget them. They are 

words that never come to fruition. They just pass away with time. 

   On the other hand, the words of Christ are not like the politicians’ words at all. What 

Jesus said will come true. This is true for those who listen to Him and for those who 

don’t listen to Him. It is true for those who believe what He said and for those who 

deny everything about Him. And all that He says will most certainly come to be. And 

you can bet your soul on it. In fact, that is what you doing, isn’t it? 

     I know that your faith, your principles your standards your life…both here and in 

eternity… are based on what Jesus said. You are living out all the years allotted to you 

in the manner Jesus told you to live them. At least you are trying your best to do that. 

What a waste of time that would be if His words were just like many of ours…just 

words that are soon forgotten after we speak them. 

     How many promises…how many wise things do we say that we never act upon? 

Probably a lot more than any of us would like to be reminded of. With Jesus it isn’t like 

that at all. What He say happens.  

     “The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  

     That being the case, we had better become very familiar with what Jesus said. And 

we can read it all in the gospels. And if you can use a little help, it can all be read in the 

bible. 

 

*Inspired by Luke 21:29 - 33 


